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April 26, 2011

Town Of Kent

Attn: Supervisor’s Office

25 Sybil’s Crossing

Kent Lakes, NY 10512

Re: Water District #/ 1- Annual CCR Water Reports- Year ending 2010

Dear Sir:

I have enclosed (2) copies of the annual water quality report for the above referenced. Please
distribute to the residents of the district before May 28, 2010 You may either post this report to
your website or distribute through the mail.

Please call my office when you have followed through with the above and let me know how you
have distributed the report as I must report to the New York State Health Dept the method of
distribution. You may contact me at (845) 279-4324 with any questions.

Sincerely,

Marie E. Hershchuk
Office Manager

Enc.



Annual Drinking Water Quality Report for 2010
Town of Kent District No. 1

Horsepound Road
(Public Water Supply ID#3905708)
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Annual Drinking Water Quality Report for 2010
Town of Kent District No. !
Horsepound Road
(Public Water Supply ID#3905708)

INTRODUCTION

To comply with State regulations, Kent Water District No. 1 will be annually issuing 2 teport
describing the quality of your drinking water. The purpose of this repott is to raise your
understanding of drinking water and awareness of the need to protect our drinking water
sources. Last year, your tap water met all State drinking water health standards. We are
proud to report that our system did not violate a maximum contaminant level ot any other
water quality standard. This report provides an overview of last year’s water quality.
Included are details about where your water comes from, what it contains, and how it
compates to State standards.

If you have any questions about this report or concerning your drinking water, please contact
Town Supetvisor, Town Hall (845) 225-3900. We want you to be informed about your
drinking water. If you want to learn more, please contact the Town Hall or the Putnam
County Dept. of Health for general information.

WHERE DOES OUR WATER COME FROM?

In genetal, the sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers,
lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the
land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases,
radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or
from human activities. Contarninants that may be present in source watet include: microbial
contaminants; inotganic contaminants; pesticides and herbicides; organic chemical
contaminants; and radioactive contaminants. In order to ensure that tap water is safe to
drink, the State and the EPA prescribe regulations which limit the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided by public water systems. The State Health Department’s
and the FDA’s regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water which must
provide the same protection for public health.

Our water source is three drilled rock wells which are located as follows: 1 at Pump House

#1, 2 at Pump House #2. The water is chlorinated prior to distribution. Our water system
serves approximately 416 residents.



ARE THERE CONTAMINANTS IN OUR DRINKING WATER?

As the State tregulations require, we routinely test your drinking water for numerous

contaminants. These contaminants include: total coliform, turbidity, inotganic compounds
My

nitrate, nitrite, lead and copper, volatile organic compounds, total trihalomethanes, and

synthetic organic compounds. The table presented below depicts which compounds were
detected in your drinking water. The State allows us to test for some contaminants less than
once pet year because the concentrations of these contaminants do not change frequendy_
Some of our data, though representative, are more than one year old.

It should be noted that all drinking water, including bottled drinking water, may be
reasonably expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence
of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More
information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the

EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

TABLE OF DETECTED CONTAMINATES

Contaminant | Violation Date of Level Unit MCLG MCL Likely Soutce of
Yes/No Sample Detected | Measure- Contamination
ment
Radioactive Contaminants
Gross Alpha N 4/14/08 9.6 pCi/L 0 15 Erosion of natural
deposits
Radiation 226 N 4/14/08 1.1 pCi/L 0 5 Decay of natural
deposits and man-made
emissions
Radiation 228 N 4/14/08 1.1 pCi/L 0 5 Erosion of natural
deposits
Uranium N 4/14/08 9.8 pCi/L 0 15 Natural Envitonment
Inorganic Contaminants ]
Copper! N 7/7/09 571.5 ug/L 1,300 = Corrosion of household
1,300 plumbing systems;
Froston of natural
deposits; leaching from
wood preservatives.
Tead! N 7/6/09 2.0 ug/L 0 AL = 15 | Corrosion of household
plumbing systems;
Erosion of natural
deposits.
Nitrate N 4/8/10 1.49 mg/L 10 10 Runoff from fertilizer
use; leaching from septic
tanks, sewage; erosion of
natural deposits
Sulfate N 5/3/04 13.5 mg/L n/a 250 Naturally Occurring
Zine N 5/3/04 57.4 ug/L 5,000 5,000 Naturally occutring;
L 1l Mining waste.

" Indicates the 90™ percentile value. A percentile is a value on a scale of 100 that indicates a percent of a distribution
that is equal to or below it. The 90" percentile value is equal to or greater than 90% of the values detected at your

water svstem.



Violation Date of | Level Unit |MCLG| MCL Likely Soutce o f
Contaminant | Yes/No Sample Detect | Measure- Contamination
ed ment

%Organic Contaminants
Total THM N 8/3/09 6.3 ug/L n/a 80 | Byproductof |
drinking water
chlorination needed tq
kill harmful organisim g,
TTHMs are found
when source water
contains large
amounts of organic
matter.

Chloroform N 4/8/10 0.6 ug/L n/a 80 By-product of
drinking water
chlorination needed to
kill harmful organisms.

Chlorodicbro N 8/3/09 22 ug/L n/a 80 By-product of
mom drinking water
chlorination needed to
kill harmful otganisms.
Bromoform N 4/8/10 1.6 ug/L n/a 80 By-product of
drinking water
chlorination needed to
kill harmful organisms.
Monochloro- N 8/3/09 1.11 ug/L n/a 60 By-product of
acet drinking water
chlorination needed to
| kill harmful organisms. |
Dichloroacetic N 8/3/09 1.0 ug/L n/a 60 By-product of
drinking water
chlorination needed to
kill harmful organisms.

DEFINITIONS:

MAXIMUM CONTAMINANT LEVEL (MCL): The highest level of a contaminant that
is allowed in drinking water. MCLs ate set as close to the MCLGs as feasible.

MAXIMUM CONTAMINANT LEVEL GOAL (MCLG): The level of a contaminant in
drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for
a margin of safety.

MAXIMUM RESIDUAL DISINFECTANT LEVEL (MRDL): THE highest level of a
disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a
disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.

MAXIMUM RESIDUAL DISINFECTANT LEVEL GOAL (MRDLG): The level of a
drinking water disinfectant below which there 1s no known or expected risk to health.
MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial
contamination.

ACTION LEVEL (AL): The concentration of a contarranant which, if exceeded,
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triggets treatment or other requiretnents which a water system must follow.

TREATMENT TECHNIQUE (TT): A required process intended to reduce the level of
a contaminant in drinking water.

NON-DETECTS (ND): Laboratory analysis indicates that the constituent is not
present.

NEPHELOMETRIC TURBIDITY UNIT (NTU): A measure of the clatity of water.
Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just noticeable to the average person.

MILLIGRAMS PER LITER (MG/L): Corresponds to one part of liquid in one million
parts of liquid (patts per million - ppm).

MICROGRAMS PER LITER (UG/L): Cotresponds to cne part of liquid in one billion
parts of liquid (parts per billion - ppb).

NANOGRAMS PER LITER (NG/L): Cotresponds to one part of liquid to one tiillion
parts of liquid (parts per trillion - ppt).

PICOGRAMS PER LITER (PG/L): Corresponds to one part per of liquid to one
quadrillion parts of liquid (parts per quadrillion — ppq).

PICOCURIES PER LITER (PCI/L): A measure of the radioactivity in watet.

MILLIREMS PER YEAR (MREM/YR): A measure of radiation absorbed by the body.

MILLION FIBERS PER LITER (MFL): A measute of the presence of asbestos fibers
that are longet than 10 mictometers.

MATHEMATICAL CONVERSIONS

1 mg/L = 1 ppm
1ug/L - 1 ppb
1 ppm x 1,000 = 1 ppb
1 ppb / 1,000 = 1 ppm

WHAT DOES THIS INFORMATION MEAN i

As you can see by the table, our system had no violations. We have leatned through our
testing that some contaminants have been detected; however, these contaminants were
detected below the level allowed by the State.

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause setious health problems, especially for pregnant women,
infants, and young children. It is possible that lead levels at your home may be higher than at other
homes in the community as a tesult of materials used in your home’s plumbing. Town of Kent
District No. 1 is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the vatiety
of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you
can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing yout tap for 30 seconds to 2 migutes
before using water for drinking or cooking. If you ate concerned about lead in your watet, you may
wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps
you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-
4791) or at h_ﬁllL/\xn»ﬂv.epa_.gg,"safewater.lend.




IS OUR WATER SYSTEM MEETING OTHER RULES THAT GOVERN OPERATIONS?

During 2010, our system was in compliance with applicable State drinking water operating
monitoring and reporting requirements. ’

DO I NEED TO TAKE SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS?

Although our drinking water met or exceeded state and federal regulations, some people may
be more vulnerable to disease causing microorganisms or pathogens in drinking water than
the general population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with
HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some eldetly, and infants can be particularly
at risk from infections. These people should seek advice from their health care provider
about their drinking water. EPA/CDC guidelines on approptiate means to lessen the risk of
infection by Cryptosporidium, Giardia and other microbial pathogens are available from the
Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).

WHY SAVE WATER AND HOW TO AVOID WASTING IT?

Although our system has an adequate amount of water to meet present and future
demands, there are a number of reasons why It is important to conserve water:

+ Saving water saves energy and some of the costs associated with both of these necessities
of life;

+ Saving water reduces the cost of energy required to pump water and the need to
construct costly new wells, pumping systems and water towers; and

+ Saving water lessens the strain on the water system during a dry spell or drought, helping
to avoid severe water use restrictions so that essential fire fighting needs are met.

You can play a role in conserving water by becoming conscious of the amount of
water your household is using, and by looking for ways to use less whenever you can.
1t is not hard to conserve water. Conservation tips include:

+ Automatic dishwashers use 15 gallons for every cycle, regardless of how many dishes are
loaded. So get a run for your money and load it to capacity.

+ Turn off the tap when brushing your teeth.

+ Check every faucet in your home for leaks. Just a slow drip can waste 15 to 20 gallons a
day. Fix it up and you can save almost 6,000 gallons per year.

+ Check your toilets for leaks by putting a few drops of food coloring in the tank, watch for
a few minutes to see if the color shows up in the bowl. It is not uncommon to lose up to
100 gallons a day from one of these otherwise invisible toilet leaks. Fix it and you save
more than 30,000 gallons a year.



MAINTAINING YOUR PLUMBING
Here is a list of simple maintenance tips to help prevent costly repairs:

General

1. Fix leaky faucets promptly. In addition to wasting about 20 gallons of water 2 day,
a leak can ruin your faucet set. ey,

2. Do not use caustic liquid drain openers on a drain that is
completely clogged. It can severely damage your pipes.

3. Petiodically drain several gallons of water from your water
heater. This removes sediment from the bottom of the tank to
increase heating efficiency and prolong tank life.

4. Wrap outdoot or crawl space pipes with electric heat tape or insulation to
prevent freezing.

5. If you suspect scale build up on your furnace heating coil or your suspect you
hot watet is opetating inefficiently, please contact your local authorized HVAC dealer
or plumbing contractor.

Kitchen & Bath

1. Do not tinse fats or cooking oil down the drain. Liquid fats solidify in the cold
drain pipes and create clogs.

2. To extend the life of your garbage disposal: Use plenty of cold watet when
running; don’t over loacl; never dispose of bones, corn husks, or stringy fibrous
material: never use a caustic drain opener; and always use tongs or pliers to free
objects from the disposal — don’t use your hands.

3 Check under sinks fot moisture or small leaks. Leaks under sinks should be
repaired quickly to avoid damage to cabinets and floors.

4 Use a strainer in bathroom drains. This will prevent hair and soap pieces from
clogging drains.

5 Make sure overflow holes on tubs and vanity are clear and open to prevent
water damage to floors and ceilings.

Freezing Weather

Preventative maintenance would include protecting pipes from wind and closing
foundation vents. During deep freczes, leave water rapidly dripping at each end
of the house — hot and cold. (To keep from wasting the water you can collect it
in a bathtub to use for watering houseplants, etc.) Additionally, it is important
to always disconnect all outside hoses from the outside water faucets during
winter months.

Insulation s helpful; however, protecting the pipes from direct exposure to weather is most
offective. Tnsulation alone will not completely protect pipes from freezing.
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SHUTTING YOUR WATER OFF IN AN EMERGENCY

Your home should have a “master shutoff valve” inside and a curb valve outside. In case of
emergency do you know where your valves are and how to shut your water off? You may
contact your Town if you would like to schedule an appointment for assistance in locating
your outside shutotf.

CLOSING

Thank you for allowing us to continue to provide your family with quality drinking water this
year. In order to maintain a safe and dependable water supply we sometimes need to make
improvements that will benefit all of our customers. The costs of these improvements may
be reflected in the rate structure. Rate adjustments may be necessary in order to address these
improvements. We ask that all our customers help us protect our water sources, which are
the heart of our community. Please call your Town Supervisor if you have questions.



