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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Town of Kent Planning Board 

From: Neil A. Wilson  

Date: March 14, 2013  

Re: Kent Materials Amended Site Plan  
(f/k/a Mountain View Realty) 

 
 

With reference to the above matter we have reviewed the latest set of plans and materials submitted 
by the applicant’s consulting engineer via letter dated February 21, 2013 and offer the following for 
the Board’s consideration:  

Current Submission  

1. The latest submission includes a Noise Study.  The Noise Study states that it was prepared 
in accordance with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation’s 
guidance policy on assessing noise and noise mitigation, a copy of which is attached hereto.  
Our review of the report indicates that the methodology used is in accordance with the DEC’s 
guidance policy, although we await confirmation from the DEC.  One of the primary results 
of the noise study, and the mitigation for construction related noise impacts, is a substantial 
change in the phasing of the project.  Specifically, instead of constructing the contractor 
buildings along Route 52 as part of Phase 1, that work would not occur until Phase 4 in order 
to maintain the existing land contours along Route 52 as a natural berm to attenuate noise 
from the rock crushing operation.  In other words the take-down of the elevations along 
Route 52 to accommodate the contractor building would occur last in order to mitigate “to the 
extent practicable” noise from the site work and rock crushing operations.  However, this 
also means that the salt and sand domes proposed for the rear of the site near Interstate 84 
would be constructed much earlier in the site development work during completion of Phases 
2 and 3, and could be operational well before the completion of the contractor building in 
Phase 4.  Although we remain concerned about how whether the contractor buildings would 
be built, the change to the project phasing to mitigate noise is an imperative under SEQRA.  
We agree with the proposed revision to the phasing plan on the basis of the results of the 
Noise Study and the directive to mitigate adverse environmental impacts “to the extent 
practicable” under SEQRA.  It is also important to note that post-construction noise would be 
minimal and would largely involve passenger and truck traffic to and from the site 
periodically during the day.  No specific mitigation for post-construction noise appears to be 
necessary.   

2. The latest submission includes a Mining Narrative Report that provides information as to 
the pacing of the proposed site work and generally describes how blasting and the 
establishment of temporary and permanent grades and storm water controls would be 
accomplished.  One item that has been a topic of concern is the timing and the pacing of 
blasting on the site.  Generally, we note that blasting for site work in the manner proposed 
does not typically generate noise – except as an accident or as a result of an improperly 



Kent Materials Site Plan Review  LRC Planning Services, LLC 
March 14, 2013 
Page 2 
 
 
 
 

Land Use/Real Estate/Environmental Consulting 

conducted blasting operation.  A question posed at the February 14, 2013 public hearing 
sought information as to the number of blasts likely to occur and the response was “over 
100”.  Although this seems like a large number of blasts it is important to keep in mind that 
the type of blasting that would occur as part of the site work involves a large number of 
small controlled blasts that would fracture and loosen the rock for removal by machinery.  
One way to think of it is as “nibbling” whereby there are a larger number of small blasts that 
generate little noise and ground vibration as opposed to a small number of large blasts that 
could result in a great deal of noise and potentially damaging ground vibration.  The specifics 
of the blasting plan must be approved by the Town Fire Inspector as part of a Blasting 
Permit that would be issued under Chapter 38-13.8 of the Town Code.   

3. With respect to traffic impacts the construction phase is expected to generate the greatest 
number of truck trips to and from the site to haul processed material to other locations.  It is 
expected that the majority of these truck trips would arrive from and depart to Interstate 84, 
although there may be a limited number of truck trips traveling south on Route 52 instead of 
the Interstate.  The actual distribution of truck traffic will depend on where the material is 
needed.  Construction phase truck trips would involve approximately 7 trips during the PM 
peak hour (i.e. 4:30 – 6:00 pm), or approximately 1 truck every thirteen minutes.  Given that 
the Average Annual Daily Traffic (2008) for Route 52 at the site is 9,350 vehicles per day this 
number of additional truck trips does not appear to be significant.  It is also important to 
note that the IOC District zoning for the site was selected due to its proximity to a state 
highway and the Interstate highway.  (For more information please see Page 88 of the Kent 
Comprehensive Plan.)   

SEQRA 

1. With respect to the amended EAF Part 2 we are in agreement with the assessment of 
potential impacts and the Part 3 narrative discussion.   

2. We await receipt of comments, if any, from the NYSDEC regarding their review of the 
mining permit.   

3. The Planning Board should discuss any additional environmental concerns and direct the 
applicant to prepare and to submit for review appropriate information or studies.   

Site Plan 

1. As noted in our prior memorandum the application is essentially complete with respect to the 
checklist set forth in §77-60(F) of the Zoning Law.  We have no further comment as to 
compliance with the Town’s site plan application requirements. 

2. We defer to Bruce Barber with respect to wetland, stream, and steep slope impact issues. 

3. We defer to Julie Mangarillo with respect to site engineering, sewer, water supply, and storm 
water management impact issues.   

Recommendation 

1. We may provide additional comments on the site plan as the plan review progresses. 
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2. Pending receipt of additional information, if any, from the NYSDEC, and our colleague’s 
review of the latest project information and revisions as noted above we recommend that the 
Board take no action and adjourn the Public Hearing to April 11, 2013.   
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