
 
TOWN OF KENT 

TOWN BOARD MEETING 
Tuesday, April 6, 2021 

 
 

Face coverings are required for those that attend in person.   
(Face-coverings shall include, but are not limited to, cloth masks (e.g. homemade 

sewn, quick cut, bandana), surgical masks, and N-95 respirators.  Face shields 
are not an acceptable face covering unless it is used in conjunction with a mask.) 
 
YouTube:    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j-o5aNp4Quw 
Cable Channels: Verizon – 28, Comcast – 95   
 
 
Executive Session:  8:00am and 6:30 p.m. 

The Town Board will hold an Executive Session at 8:00 a.m. to discuss discussions 
proposed, pending or current litigation and an Executive Session at 6:30 p.m. to discuss 
collective negotiations pursuant to article fourteen of the civil service law. 
 
 
Workshop/Meeting: 7:00 p.m. 

1. Pledge of Allegiance 
2. Roll Call 
3. Discussion and/or Vote on the following: 

a. Memorial Day Caravan Awards - Dale Cusak 
b. Carmel Central School District Bus Depot Discussion 
c. Recreation – Huestis Park discussion, temporary staffing changes, and approval 

of program aides and seasonal workers 
d. Police Department – new vehicle purchase and hiring of dispatcher 
e. Advertise Code Enforcer position for LISC Grant 
f. Engineering quotes for 3 Town Buildings 
g. Accounting – budget transfers 
h. LCPD – lake management contract, sand for beaches, and porta-john rentals 
i. Putnam County Real Property Contract 
j. Planning – bond return for TM# 42.07-1-17, acceptance of bond for TM# 19.12-1-

20 
k. NYMIR Insurance renewal 
l. Municipal Repairs – hiring of mechanic  
m. Advertising for mowing services at abandoned cemeteries for 3 years and 

alternatively one year 
n. Approval of Vouchers and Claims 

4. Announcements  
5. Public Comment 
 
	



HUESTIS PARK DEVELOPMENT PLAN
PART 1 - Overview
Created: August 2020 
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FUTURE ADDITIONAL PARKING AREA (outlined in light blue on aerial photo) 

The parking area at Huestis Park is inadequate for the size of the park and the activities that take place there.  Cars are 

routinely parked up the driveway which presents a hazard to people walking to their vehicles and affects the flow of 

traffic into and out of the park.  Furthermore this lack of parking contributes to the limited activities and events that we 

can run at the park.   

Proposal - There is currently only one area adjacent to the parking lot that would be suitable for additional parking; that 

area is shown below and also in light blue on the aerial photo.  It is proposed that we pave that area up to the fence 

lines as this would add roughly 15 parking spots.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UPPER LEVEL OF PARK ON SOUTH-EASTERN SIDE :: FUTURE SPORTS COMPLEX (shown in red on aerial map) 

The upper level of the park is currently home to the playground, a few picnic benches, and a trail-head.  It is completely 

obscured from the parking lot and partially-to-completely obscured from a number of sections of the rest of the park by 

a large rock-leaden hill with thick vegetation.  The general complaint from visitors is that the current location of the 

playground is disconcerting and uninviting because it is generally hidden from view and feels unsafe as a result.  

Furthermore this area on a whole is underutilized as the cleared space is mostly unused grass. 

Proposal - Due to the incredible expense that would be associated with blasting, clearing and re-sloping the hillside 

obscuring the playground, it is my proposal that we move the playground to the bottom level of the park where the 

basketball court currently stands (for more info see PLAYGROUND section of this document).  This would put the 

playground in a totally visible and centrally located position.   

From there we would then use the upper level for a large, paved multisport area known as a MUGA, a.k.a. multi-use 

games area.  These are common in the western United States and Europe, but have not yet taken hold in our area.  As a 

large space that can function for basketball, tennis, pickle-ball, badminton, solo-tennis, floor hockey, futsal and more, 

the addition of something like this to Huestis Park would be state of the art for the area and really open up options for 

so many new activities through Kent Recreation.  Examples of MUGA’s are shown below and on the next page, however 

these are just examples and we would strive to design something based on our available space and the needs and wants 

of our residents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FUTURE PLAYGROUND (shown in green on aerial photo) 

The current basketball court is unsatisfactory as it’s once again become victim to sinkholes on the backside (western 

side) and as a result ends up with large puddles that remain on the court for days after it rains.  These dips and patched 

sink holes render the surface uninviting and also unsafe. 

The current playground has been stripped down to almost nothing and what’s left is worn, dated, unappealing and 

unexciting.  Visitor complaints echo those sentiments and the want for something better. 

Proposal - Because the backside of the current basketball court area is unusable (which is most likely due to erosion into 

the swamp which abuts that side of the court), it’s my proposal that we use the front half of the basketball court area 

(the area in which I’m standing in the photo below) for the installation of our new playground.  This area has never had 

sinkhole or erosion issues.  Moving the playground here would also solve the problem of it being obscured by the hillside 

where it currently stands as it would be relocated to a central area where it can be seen by all fields and the parking lot.  

This would increase traffic to the playground as it would give parents a sense of comfort they don’t currently have. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



POTENTIAL BATHROOMS & SMALL PAVILION (shown in pink on aerial photo) 

While at this current point in time I don’t believe that traffic and activity at the park necessitates bathrooms and a 

pavilion, I do however believe that we should create our new park plan in such a way that it allows for bathrooms and a 

pavilion to be built in the future.  It’s our hope that the aforementioned improvements to the park will increase traffic 

and thus in the future there may very well be a need for bathrooms and a gathering point such as a small pavilion.  

Proposal - In order for us to keep the bathroom option on the table, about ¼ of the upper level of the park would have 

to remain clear for leach fields, as laid out in the engineer’s report created a number of years ago.  Having spoken with 

Lou Fernandez, he believes that the engineers felt that this area was one of the few usable areas in the park for leach 

fields due to poor drainage elsewhere in the park, and thus it would be imperative that we do no build on the area the 

engineers marked as the leach field sight (shown in yellow on aerial photo).  Also, as noted in aerial photo, a well casing 

has already been placed next to the parking lot (shown in royal blue on the aerial photo). 

When the time comes it is my proposal that we erect a small bathroom/pavilion combo (see photo below for an 

example) in the corner of the field area nearest the parking lot and new playground (shown in pink on aerial photo).  The 

bathrooms would then be easily accessible to all visitors to the park and the pavilion would provide a great central 

meeting location with views of the entire park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MISCELANEOUS PARK IMPROVEMENTS 

1. In conjunction with Councilman Huestis and the Beautification Committee, we will aid in the building of a small 

garden and sitting area around the flagpole, shown in orange on the aerial photo. 

 

2. All fencing at the park is in need of replacement and alteration (some fencing lengths can be shortened to save 

on costs, etc).  The goal would be to replace all fencing over the course of the next few years, beginning with the 

fence running along the parking lot and down to the first softball field (the most visible and functional of the 

fences). 

 

3. While we have basically maxed out the number of trails we can run in the woods of the park, improvement to 

those trails including benches at strategic points, a picnic area on a hillside running along one of the trails, and 

the addition of informational signs marking the site of the old farm house and farm land are proposed for the 

future. 
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