
Kent Conservation Advisory Committee, Town of Kent,
Meeting Minutes, May 21, 2014

Attendees
Committee members: Bill Buck, Dave Ehnebuske, Beth Herr, Marty Collins, Phil Tolmach, Bill 
Volckmann. Visitors: George Baum, Jean Ehnebuske, Lou Tartaro. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 PM. 

1. Chairperson's report
Training opportunities
Free Giant Hogweed Training
Chairperson Beth Herr talked about the free Giant Hogweed Training that will be hosted at the Putnam 
County Training and Operations Building (Bureau of Emergency Services) on Tuesday, June 17, from 
10 AM to noon. 
Training offered by ELLA (Environmental Leaders Learning Alliance)
The Chair reported that ELLA is offering its members upcoming workshops on wetlands identification, 
habitat identification, and invasive species identification. The workshops are part of a Conservation 
Accreditation Program. The training dates are May 31, June 21 and July 27. 
Reports from Putnam County Legislator Lou Tartaro
Prospects for Putnam County ban on polystyrene foam
Beth thanked Legislator Tartaro for attending the CAC meeting to inform us about Putnam County's 
position on banning polystyrene foam containers for food and beverage preparation and service 
materials and replacing them with compostable and recyclable materials. 
Lou reported that when a bill supporting such a ban was introduced in Albany, it passed in the 
Assembly but failed in the Senate. (For more information, please see the attachment.) Lou stated that 
Albany County created a resolution banning polystyrene foam, and added that if Putnam County 
legislators decide to pursue this, the County may model their resolution after Albany County's. Lou said 
the issue may be on the agenda next month, and suggested that it might be helpful to have a letter from 
the Kent CAC supporting such a resolution. Beth committed to write one, and George Baum suggested 
she cc the editor/s of local papers. 
Information about restarting the Environmental Management Council (EMC)
Bill Buck pointed out that it is a NYS mandate that counties establish EMCs. Beth said that very few 
Putnam County towns even have CACs—only the Town of Kent, Philipstown, and Carmel. Lou stated 
that he believed his colleagues on the legislature would be amenable to restarting the EMC if there is 
sufficient interest in the towns. He suggested that one way to garner legislative support might be to take 
the initiative to find one representative from each town—whether or not the town has a CAC—who 
would be willing to serve on the EMC. Those who committed to serve would take the responsibility for 
organization and leadership of the EMC. Please see attachment for more information.

2. Kentcac.info
Dave Ehnebuske reported that in the past month, there were 102 sessions, and among them, 85 unique 
visitors to the website. 

3. Kent Nature Almanac
Dave stated that the Kent Nature Almanac picked up two new subscribers recently. He also reported 
that he has received some very positive feedback about it. 

http://www.nyis.info/?action=news_detail&event_id=506


4. Natural Resource Inventory
Beth reported that she and Bill B. spent time at Clearpool recently looking for wildflowers. She 
concluded they were there too early since there were hardly any. Bill was able to collect some very nice 
mosses, however, and Beth said she will look forward to learning from Bill what they are.

5. Hikes and trails
Annual Hike to Hawk Rock
The Chair reported that participants enjoyed the annual Hike to Hawk Rock on Sunday, May 11. 
Although the turnout was not as great as past years, the hike drew two new people attending their first 
CAC-sponsored hike. 
Mountain Laurel Hike
This hike is scheduled for Sunday, June 8, at 1 PM. Because of a conflict with a previously-slated 
activity at Clearpool, the hike will take place at White Pond Multiple Use Area instead. 

6. Fire Tower Committee
501(c)(3)
Beth reported that she wrote to Interim Director Ed Durkee at Arts on the Lake (AotL) about the 
possibility that AotL might accept an additional organization along the lines of the Friends of Classical 
Music. As yet, he has not replied. She said she felt the options had been explored, and asked for 
comments. Both Dave and Bill V. stated they felt that going with a new 501(c)(3) was the best solution. 
Dave said he thought finding a pro bono lawyer to help would be the first step. He offered to begin 
working on that. A brief discussion ensued about costs that might be entailed with setting up a new 
non-profit. It was suggested that Dave might approach our two state representatives for grant money.
Anti-graffiti plexiglass 
It has not yet been installed.
Braces
Bill V. reported that since he now has the braces and all the necessary hardware, he would like to 
assemble a work party to install the braces. He suggested Wednesday, June 4, at 10 AM. Both Dave and 
George said they are free to help, and Beth said she would be there, too. She asked Bill if he would 
please send out an e-mail confirming the date and time. Dave complimented Tom Hard on his design.
Floor
Bill V. stated that he had talked with the contractor John Hamel, and that it seems unlikely that John 
will be installing the floor in the fire tower cabin after all. He has no contractor license in Putnam 
County, but the real issue is that he does not have contractor's liability insurance (although he does 
carry it for home inspections). Bill reported that he wrote to the DEC's Barbara Lucas-Wilson about 
this. Bill said John also expressed hesitancy about working at the fire tower because of interruptions by 
the public. He wants to meet Bill at the fire tower this coming Friday to look at the site and discuss the 
job further, although rain may cancel those plans.
Since there's a good chance John may not be the one who is going to install the floor, CAC members 
decided to try to find another contractor who qualifies for the job. Bill said he would contact Bob 
McCarthy, the other contractor who originally bid on the job, to see if he is still interested. Beth will 
contact Sue Kotzur at the Kent Recycling Center to find out who did the carpentry work there and 
follow up with that person. Dave pointed out that the DEC requires two things before issuing a TWP—
documentation of the contractor's liability insurance and (a) date(s) the work is scheduled to be done. 
on. Since the fire tower is badly in need of new flooring, there is real urgency that the job is completed 
during the fair-weather months. CAC members informally agreed that each of them would help in the 
search for a qualified flooring installer.     



New KCAC sign
Dave reported that he had contacted Drew at Sundog signs, and sent him a pdf of the text and design he 
created for the new sign. Drew suggested constructing the sign out of material that is used for signs in 
New York City parks—strong, graffiti-resistant, scrubbable. The sign will be 2 feet by 4 feet, with a 
forest green background and with lettering routed out in white. Drew told Dave he will check the price 
and get back to him within a few days. He estimates the materials would probably run about $100. 
Business/calling cards
The Chair mentioned Bill V.'s idea that sometime in the future, CAC members and other volunteers 
working at the fire tower be provided business/calling cards. That way, if asked, they can show the 
cards to validate their presence there.
Kiosk/s
Bill V. mentioned once again that Barbara Lucas-Wilson had offered (a) kiosk(s) to the CAC, and asked 
how the CAC wanted him to respond. There was really no substantial discussion.
Gate and road to top
Bill V. stated that the gate at the base of the road to the fire tower is still not fixed. Lou commented that 
it may well be that there are plans for that road to be paved so that emergency vehicles could have fast, 
easy access to the top and so that the County's emergency equipment can be serviced and maintained 
more easily. Lou said he would find out what is planned and let the CAC know.   

7. Clearpool Model Forest
George reported on the most recent meeting of the Clearpool Model Forest (CMF) Steering Committee 
on May 12. He stated that Beth Rhines is the new coordinator for the CMF, and that all the work is 
being done by staff now, not volunteers—e.g., the construction of a deer exclosure, a boardwalk/bridge 
across the wetlands, etc. The next meeting of the Steering Committee will be in September. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM. 

The next meeting of the Kent CAC will be at 7 PM on Wednesday, June 18, at the Kent Town 
Hall. 

Respectfully submitted,

Jean Ehnebuske,
ex-officio recording secretary

Attachments: Documents regarding banning polystyrene foam

Putnam County Code: Environmental Management Council, adopted 7-17-1979

 




































