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  As has become our practice when the 

replica of the Vietnam Veterans Monu-

ment graces Putnam County Veterans 

Memorial Park we will be reading the 

names on the wall continuously from 12 

Noon on October 4th through 3 PM On 

Sunday when we take the Wall down to go on 

its way to another community.   

When we begin to read the names on the 4th 

we will start by reading the names of the 

twelve Putnam County Residents whose 

names are etched on the Wall.  Then at 12 

Noon each day the Wall is here who ever is 

reading the names will read those 12 names 

again. 

             A special  thanks  to Art Hanley, Deputy       

Director of the Putnam County Veterans Ser-

vice Agency.  While researching the names of 

Putnam County  residents who were killed in 

Vietnam he discovered an error in the num-

bers we had used the previous 3 times the 

Wall was here.  We listed 11 Service Members 

from Putnam who are on the Wall.  Art discov-

ered a 12th name.   Keith W. Livermore who 

was actually the third Putnam resident to be 

killed in Vietnam.   
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On 9/11/2018 I began a Veteran suicide awareness 

event that will end on 11/11/18 Veterans Day.  Each 

day at noon I try to walk for 22 minutes. Over the 

few days I have been doing this 6 other people  have 

joined me. On different days.  Any who reads this 

are welcomed.  However a better way to create aware-

ness is for each of you take part in  a Safetalk 

training to help create a community of awareness..  

Please consider signing up for this important train-

ing.  Both Art and I will be trainers. 

    Karl 
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 Week of September 29        

Vietnam 

   During World War II, the Japanese 
Imperial Army occupied France’s long-
time colony of French Indochina. Japan 
nominally held Indochina until their sur-
render in August 1945. The occupation 
was opposed by a group of resistance 
fighters known as the Viet Minh, or 
“Vietnamese Independence League,” and 
led by Ho Chi Minh and Vo Nguyen Giap, 
among others. As early as July 1945, the 
United States sent Office of Strategic 
Services (OSS) agents (the precursor 
organization to the CIA) to parachute 
into Vietnam and assist the Viet Minh in 
their guerrilla actions against the Japa-
nese and Vichy French by providing 
weapons, supplies, and training. Ameri-
cans went on to have an active role in 
influencing the course of Vietnamese 

history for the next three decades. 

On the day the Japanese officially sur-
rendered to the Allies, Ho Chi Minh de-
clared the nation of Vietnam to be inde-
pendent and free of French domination, 
and the Viet Minh took control over the 
government in Hanoi. When they refused 
to yield that control back to France—who 
demanded its colony be returned—it 
eventually led to the First Indochina War 
between the Viet Minh and the French 
colonial forces. While the United States 
later supported France in that war 
(primarily because U.S. leaders feared 
that Ho Chi Minh and his followers were 
operating as proxies for Soviet power in 
Southeast Asia), in 1945, the Cold War 
was not yet an omnipresent concern and 
the United States was inclined to support 
Vietnamese independence. Albert Peter 
Dewey, then a Major with the OSS, was 
in Vietnam as part of a team searching 
for American World War II POWs and 
MIAs, but also separately on a clandes-
tine mission to gather intelligence on the 
various political factions vying for control 

of Indochina after the war. 

Dewey was born in Chicago, Illinois in 

1916. He became a journalist for the Chicago Daily News 
in 1939 and was assigned as a correspondent in Paris. 
When Nazi Germany invaded Poland, beginning World War 
II, he first enlisted with the Polish Army before eventually 
returning to Paris and escaping the continent back to the 
United States in 1940. He enlisted in the U.S. Army after 
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, and he served as an 
intelligence officer mostly with the OSS for the rest of 
the war. In one of his most famous actions, Dewey para-
chuted into occupied France five days before the D-Day 

invasion of June 1944 to assist the French resistance. 

It was his experiences as an intelligence officer that the 
OSS believed quali-
fied him to lead their 
mission in Vietnam in 
1945. In Saigon, he 
quickly garnered the 
enmity of the British 
and French leader-
ship in Vietnam due 
to his open sympa-
thies with the cause 
of the Viet Minh. So 
much so, that the 
British commander 
eventually ordered 
him to leave Vietnam 
because Dewey had 

refused to stop flying the American flag from his jeep as 

he drove around town. 

On September 26, 1945, Dewey and another OSS officer, 
Captain Herbert J. Bluechel, were driving to the airport 
for Dewey’s flight out of the country. The jeep they were 
in did not bear Dewey’s customary American flag. Along a 
narrow road, they ran into a Viet Minh road block, where 
Dewey shouted in French at the Viet Minh soldiers man-
ning it, demanding they move aside. The Viet Minh sol-
diers, mistaking Dewey for a French officer, promptly 
opened fire. Bluechel managed to avoid injury and es-
cape the area on foot, but Dewey was killed. He was the 
first American fatal casualty in post-World War II Vi-

etnam. 

A. Peter Dewey’s body was not located after his death. 
He was likely buried in secret by Viet Minh soldiers fear-
ful of reprisal for having accidentally killed an American. 
He is, however, memorialized in Arlington National Cem-
etery in Arlington, Virginia, on his parents’ headstone. 
His name is not listed on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Wall in Washington, D.C., because casualties in Vietnam 
were not officially recognized as a result of the war until 

1955.1 
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The First and the Last 

    The first American soldier killed in the 

Vietnam War was Air Force T-Sgt. Richard 

B. Fitzgibbon Jr. He is listed by the U.S. 

Department of Defense as having a casu-

alty date of June 8, 1956. His name was 

added to the Wall on Memorial Day 1999. 

Richard B. Fitzgibbon Jr. was killed June 

08, 1956 his son Richard B. Fitzgibbon III 

was KIA September 07, 1965. 

   The last American soldier killed in the 

Vietnam War was Kelton Rena Turner, an 

18-year old Marine. He was killed in ac-

tion on May 15, 1975, two weeks after 

the evacuation of Saigon, in what be-

came known as the Mayaguez incident. 

Others list Gary L. Hall, Joseph N. Har-

grove and Danny G. Marshall as the last 

to die in Vietnam. These three US Ma-

rines Corps veterans were mistakenly left 

behind on Koh Tang Island during the 

Mayaguez incident. They were last seen 

together but unfortunately to date, their 

fate is unknown. They are located on 

panel 1W, lines 130 - 131. 

Lt. Col. Dewey’s name would not appear 

on the wall because his death occurred 

prior to the recognized date of the war’s 

start. 
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